[bookmark: _GoBack]Captain Andre is a native of Turlock, California.  After graduating from Turlock High School in 1984, he went to the University of California at Davis earning a Bachelor of Science Degree in Zoology and a minor in Psychology.  Upon graduation in 1988, he attended the Southern California College of Optometry earning his Doctorate in 1993.

Before contemplating a commission in the U.S. Navy, Dr. Andre spent three years in independent practice in the Central California area working in many facilities as both a commercial and a private optometrist.  Dr. Andre was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy in early 1996.  In June of 1996, he reported to 13-Area Branch Clinic at Marine Corps Base, Camp Pendleton, working for the Naval Hospital as a staff optometrist.  His follow-up tour was at Submarine Base, King’s Bay, GA where he filled a solo billet and served as Department Head of Optometry/Ophthalmology from June 1999 to October 2001.  Lieutenant Andre transferred that October to Marine Corps Air Station, Yuma, AZ where he was selected to Lieutenant Commander and served for two years as Department Head of Optometry.  In October of 2003, Lieutenant Commander Andre was detailed to Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, IL where he began serving as Department Head of Optometry overseeing eye care at three separate facilities.  In May 2004, he was selectively reassigned to be the Clinic Department Head of the USS RED ROVER Recruit Medical In-Processing building, where he oversaw the medical in-processing of over 40,000 Navy Recruits.  Once again, he had a job shift at the Command, becoming the Deputy Director of Branch Clinics in May, 2006.  He helped manage the Command’s largest directorate of over 700 personnel, and in June of 2007 was selected to the rank of Commander.  In July 2007, he reported to Lemoore NAS in CA, and was deployed for 6 months in support of Pacific Partnership where he served as Senior Optometrist on the USNS MERCY, and as Officer in Charge of 13 individual MEDCAP missions in seven countries.  Returning to Naval Hospital Lemoore, he performed as the Director of Clinical Support Services managing  the hospital staff of Ancillary services until August, 2010.  Commander Andre checked into Naval Ophthalmic Support and Training Activity as the Executive Officer in September of 2010. He completed two years as XO, serving as Dean of the Tri-Service Optician School and participating in Arctic Care in Rural Alaska during Winter of 2012.  In 2013, Commander Andre was selected to the rank of Captain and was the Department Head and a Staff  Doctor at Twentynine Palms Naval Hospital in California until May, 2014.  Captain Andre  returned to Yorktown, VA in July 2014 as NOSTRA’s 18th Commanding Officer where he also serves as Program Executor for the Military Health System Optical Fabrication Enterprise.


Captain Andre’s personal awards include being selected as the 2008 Navy Optometrist of the year for his work, mentoring, and leadership upon the deployment.  He also has been awarded the Meritorious Service Medal (two awards), Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (five awards), Meritorious Unit Commendation (two awards), and Expert Navy Pistol and Rifle Marksmanship Medals.
 
Captain Andre was an Adjunct Assistant Professor of Optometry for the Southern California College of Optometry from 1996-1999, and from 2007-2010.  He served a similar role at the Illinois College of Optometry from 2004-2006, and for Western University College of Health Sciences from 2012-2014.  He is a member of the Armed Forces Optometric Society and has served as a proctor for the National Board of Optometry since 1998.  He is licensed to practice optometry in California, Texas, and Arizona, and resides in Virginia.

