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Welcome Aboard,
I wish to take this opportunity to say hello and congratulate you on your decision to accept orders to Naval Health Clinic, Patuxent River.  I am looking forward to you joining our team of professionals. I take great pride in the work of the staff you are about to join and I know you are eager to become a part of that effort.

Your assignment at Naval Health Clinic, Patuxent River is guaranteed to be one of your most challenging and rewarding tours.  We enjoy an exceptional reputation throughout Navy Medicine and look forward to having you as a member of “OUR NAVY AND MARINE CORPS TEAM” at NAS, Patuxent River. We are located at the mouth of the Patuxent River and the station overlooks the picturesque Chesapeake Bay and occupies 7,700 acres on Cedar Point.  There are approximately 17,000 personnel on board of which 3,500 are active duty.

As your future Command Master Chief, I want to ensure your transfer goes well for you.  Please contact your Sponsor Coordinator at commercial (301) 342-3098 or by e-mail at jheyson.giraldo@med.navy.mil or myself at commercial (301) 342-1459 or DSN 342-1459 or email at merrilyn.crawford@med.navy.mil.
I know moving into a new command or area is exciting and stressful. I’ve included three web pages to assist with your transition: www.nawcad.navy.mil/pax, www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil and www.paxriverclinic.med.navy.mil. If you have further questions about Military Home Front, please contact James Lettner, Relocation Assistance Manager, Family Service Center at (301)757-1869.
There is no commercial bus, railroad or air service to our area.  If you are flying here, you will land in the D.C. or Baltimore area.  There is a base shuttle two times a day to/from Ronald Reagan National Airport, but you MUST contact our Transportation Office at (301)342-5088/DSN 342-5088 to make reservations.  If they do not know of anyone coming in, the Transportation Office may not have the van stop.  Also, you can contact your sponsor or our command duty office at commercial (301)342-1418/ DSN342-1418 for a possible pick-up.  Please make sure to check into the Clinic Quarterdeck upon arrival.

I’m sure you will be happy with your orders to this station. The professional atmosphere, opportunities and the quality of life here, are the best in the Navy.  I look forward to meeting you and serving with you shipmate.  Once again, Welcome Aboard!

                                                                                  HMCM (SW/FMF) MERRILYN C. CRAWFORD
Command Master Chief
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