HURRICANE SEASON IS JUNE 1ST THROUGH NOVEMBER 30TH

Hurricanes have hit our area of the Gulf Coast over 30 times in the last 50 years. “Our area” roughly covers from Panama City, Florida to Gulfport, Mississippi. New Orleans area has been hit between 15 to 30 times in the last 50 years.


Hurricanes can develop and hit the United States any time usually between June and November and later. The busiest time of the year for this area is late August through mid October. Ocean/Gulf water needs to be 80 degrees F. to sustain the hurricane with no upper level shearing winds.


As the season approaches, pay attention to category and condition information given by the media. On June 1st, Condition 5 will be set to remind everyone we are in hurricane season. Other conditions are set as the storms develop and move towards land. 


Condition 4 – trend indicates a possibility of destructive winds and heavy rain in 72 hours


Condition 3 - trend indicates a possibility of destructive winds and heavy rain in 48 hours


Condition 2 - trend indicates a possibility of destructive winds and heavy rain in 24 hours


Condition 1 - trend indicates a possibility of destructive winds and heavy rain in 12 hours 


         or less


Categories indicate the strength of the storms based on expected sustained winds, not 
 
                              gusts.


Category 1 – sustained winds 74 -95 mph


Category 2 – sustained winds 96 -110 mph


Category 3 – sustained winds 111-130 mph


Category 4 – sustained winds 131-155 mph


Category 5 – sustained winds 155 or greater.






Escambia County Shelters 2012

Bellview Elementary





  
Ferry Pass Elementary
Blue Angel Elementary






Tate High School

Jim Bailey Middle School





Longleaf Elementary School

Molino Park Elementary





Lipscomb Elementary School

Ferry Pass Middle School 





Northview High School
Workman Middle School





University of West Florida
Pensacola High School

West Florida High School

(Special Needs Shelter)


Hurricane shelters are provided for public use in the event a hurricane evacuation becomes necessary. It is recommended that other arrangements be made so you can stay with friends or family in a sturdy house out of the evacuation area. General evacuation areas are everything south of Hwy 98 and all mobile homes. In addition to public shelters many churches will provide shelter for members.


Public shelters are normally manned by the Red Cross volunteers and Navy personnel. Shelters are usually crowded and will be uncomfortable when the power goes off with no mechanical ventilation. If you go to a shelter keep in mind that you may be there for several days. Shelters do not provide any supplies. Bring what you will need with you.

If you go to a public shelter, you will need to take the following items:



Change of clothing, rain gear and sturdy shoes, 



Toiletries and personal items



Blankets or sleeping bags/cot
 

Identification and any important papers.



Entertainment such as games or toys for children, books for adults



Special items for infants or elderly family members



Any special dietary needs and non-perishable foods for snacks



Battery operated radio, flashlights and spare batteries



Prescription medications or over the counter medications you normally take.

Hurricane Condition 4:

What to expect and do.
 

Storm conditions within 72 hours 
All departments from the 4th floor up, check and dog windows.
Management staff should review the NAVHOSP 3440 instruction, host activity and county plans as applicable
Monitor weather stations and storm trends including tidal information.
Identify staff for work parties to assist securing the facility and grounds
Condition 3:  This means destructive winds and heavy rain are possible within 48 hours.
 

The ICC should meet and the planning section leader start work on specifics procedures that will be implemented and followed based on storm strength and available resources. Clinic OICs contact host facilities to provide a medical liaison POC for the host EOC/ICP. Secure all loose gear on the compound. Hospital department heads identify essential staff and notify directors. Department Heads identify 2 staff members to the DFA who will assist securing the compound, buildings and serve as damage control teams during the storm and help in recovery efforts after the storm. All department heads review and implement their department SOP (as turned into the EMP last year) for hurricane prep actions in their department and let directors know action status.
Condition 2: Destructive winds and heavy rain are anticipated within 24 hours.
 

Activities that need to be taken for this condition are:
 

Finish securing outside areas as needed. Move patients from the 7th and 8th floor to the 4th floor. Contact OB patients who may come to the hospital prior to the storm. Send essential staff home to secure their homes and take care of family members before releasing non-essential staff. BMCs coordinate with host activities to provide shelter kits and staff to man shelters as directed by the host.   

Condition 1:   Destructive winds and heavy rain are expected in the areas in the next 12 hours.
 

Activities to be taken for Condition 1 are:
 

Send non-essential staff home. Complete securing outside areas. Establish the ICC. Secure non-essential utilities (i.e. CHCS, computers, med gases on unoccupied floors etc. as determined by Facilities Management and the ICC). OB patients are brought in to the hospital. Logistics Function Leader get a full head count of staff patients and visitors who are remaining on-board, notify food service and other areas of concern to arrange for meals and comfort of all occupants during the storm. BMC OICs report to the host activity IC/EOC as medical liaison.
 

Logistic Function Leader/FMD ensure plastic sheeting, duct tape, plywood, extension cords, fans, etc. is in the hospital for damage control, emergency operations and recovery during and after the storm.
 

All ICC, review response and recovery activities.
 

Non-Essential Staff staying at Home or Evacuating the Area.

 

Planning to Stay Home during the storm

 


Know the location of areas that will be evacuated per the county hurricane plan. If you live in one of those areas plan to evacuate to a shelter. County emergency preparedness web sites show evacuation areas based on the expected storm category and flooding.
All mobile homes should be evacuated.

Before the area stores secure for the storm, check and re-supply as needed canned food, water, and batteries. Bathtubs can be filled to provide some water. Batteries will be needed for flashlights and radios. You need to plan and have enough supplies to be totally self sustaining for at least 3 days or longer before help arrives. Get duct tape, plastic, blankets, plywood and materials needed to perform damage control at home during the storm.


Candles can be used but take precautions against setting the house on fire. Don’t go to sleep while candles are lit. Do not place anything combustible under a candle that is being used, (i.e. cardboard, towels or cloth, paper etc.). 

Secure all loose objects that may become missiles in the yard. Swing sets, tables, chairs loose wood, planters etc. can be thrown through windows during the storm. Use plywood to cover large areas of glass such as glass sliding doors or picture windows. Plan to bring animals in the house or other shelter. Fill vehicles with fuel. Get supplies of charcoal or propane for your grill. Do not use grills in the house during the storm and never use grills in an area with limited ventilation. Even propane grills will increase CO and CO2 levels if used indoors.

After the storm has passed.


Be aware of downed power lines, trees, flooding and flooded streets. As the storm moves inland, rains north of where the storm hit will cause rivers and streams in this area to flood. Listen to local media for storm debris pickup schedules or drop points. Wear gloves while cleaning the yard and all appropriate personal protective equipment required by the manufacturer if you are operating a chain saw or other power tools. It may take several days to weeks before power is restored in your area. Boil water before drinking it until the health department clears the domestic water. If frozen foods have thawed out, they can be cooked and re-frozen. If you will be without power for an extended period, cook and eat the frozen foods first or throw it all away.


Call the hospital or clinic (via cell phone if regular systems are interrupted) and report for duty as soon as possible to help with storm recovery at the hospital and to relieve personnel who remained on board during the storm.  

If you are planning to evacuate the area (WHEN ORDERED).


Leave early. Travel routes will be full. Usually you will have to go north of Montgomery Al. to get a hotel/motel room. Do not try to evacuate to areas to the east or west along the I-10 corridor. Storms have a tendency to turn when they get closer to land and you may be moving into the area that the storm will hit. Take important papers (insurance documents, marriage license, pictures, titles, etc.) with you. Make sure you have official paperwork showing where you live including the address or you may not be allowed back into your neighborhood. Make sure animals are with you or are taken to a shelter. Shut off gas (propane bottles only) water and electrical before leaving. Board up large areas of glass such as glass sliding doors and picture windows.

After the storm, listen to media reports to see what areas are still closed. I-10 may be closed because of flooding at the Mobile Al. causeway and tunnels. Detours will be plentiful as you get closer to home. Do not drive through water unless you know how deep it is. If it is running water, it only takes about a foot of water to float your vehicle, and you became a part of the problem. Also remember the road may be washed out (or a bridge gone) and that you cannot see the danger because of the water.

Report to the hospital or clinic as soon as possible to relieve staff that stayed on board during the storm and help with recovery efforts to get back up and running. If you cannot get back to your clinic or the hospital immediately after the storm, call the hospital or duty officer so supervisors and department heads can be notified. Regular phone service may not work and notification will have to be via cell phone. Use the 1-800 number for your Directorate. This system is located in Millington and should not be affected by the storm. 


If you have any questions, visit the Emergency Preparedness Websites for your county or contact the Hospital’s Emergency Manager or the OSH Office.
