JIF Proposals Get ‘HEC’ of an Approval
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)/Department of Defense (DoD) Health Executive Council (HEC) has approved two Joint Incentive Fund (JIF) proposals for the VA Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System, Biloxi, Miss., and Naval Hospital Pensacola, Fla. The value of the projects will exceed $2.04 million.
 
The National Defense Authorization Act, established to fund projects that promote mutually beneficial health resource-sharing between the two federal agencies made these projects possible. Implementation for all projects may begin as soon as funding is transferred to the approved sites; however, completion dates may vary depending on the scale and scope of each project.
 
Nationally, 16 VA-DoD joint projects were approved. The projects are expected to cost $41 million, but all are expected to generate a positive return on investment within 24 months of completion and activation.
 
Locally, the VA and Navy will complete two projects: (1) Expansion of the Naval Hospital’s Sleep Lab in Pensacola, and (2) Consolidation of services and space at the VA and Navy branch clinics in Panama City, Fla.
 
“It is certainly good news for our faithful DoD and new-found VA customers,” says Captain Kevin Berry, commanding officer of Naval Hospital Pensacola.  “We were approved on three of our four proposals” by the VA financial-management group, but the “hard-working efforts belong to members of the hospital’s staff … command-wide.”
 
Charles E. Sepich, Director, VA Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System, says: “We have a long history of sharing with Naval Hospital Pensacola and this is a great example of expanding services though innovative initiatives to better serve both veterans and DoD patients.”
 
The Sleep Lab expansion and renovation project funds will be used to pay for DoD sleep technicians.  Additionally, there will be new equipment purchases to expand the preparation and admitting areas, as demand for services will grow via agreements between the Navy and VA.
 
The Panama City project will consolidate space and services between the currently separate Navy and VA clinics onboard the Naval Support Activity.  The expansion of services, specifically Audiology and Dental, will eliminate lengthy travel to Pensacola and Biloxi while significantly minimizing delays in treatment.  The Panama City proposal supports the hiring of a full-time VA audiologist and audiology technician. 
 
In addition to the projects approved locally, NH Pensacola received approval for that third proposal with the West Tennessee VA Health Care System. The $4.4 million project will allow the healthcare systems to build additional space for a second fixed-site MRI at the VA Medical Center in Memphis. Navy patients from the Naval Branch Health Clinic Mid-South, in Millington, will be referred to the Memphis VA’s MRI site at a reduced cost.
