It’s No Rodeo, but …
 
Time to Get in the Saddle for School Physicals, Immunizations
in Pediatric Department at Naval Hospital
 
PENSACOLA, Fla. -- There won’t be any ‘Rodeo’ this year in the Pediatric Department at Naval Hospital Pensacola, but there will be plenty of quality time, to update start-of-school immunizations and physicals, with your child’s primary care manager.
 
“It’s a perfect time to get these (school requirements) done,” says Registered Nurse and Division Officer, Lt. Dan Longbons.  The Pediatric Department currently has a full house of Pediatricians this summer, unlike last year when a run-them-through the exam room ‘Rodeo’ had to be implemented to keep up with the demand of children needing health and sports physicals and immunizations. All but three of the Pediatric providers were deployed.
 
There are some new Florida requirements regarding immunizations. Beginning in the 2008-09 school year, children entering kindergarten will be required to receive two doses of the Varicella vaccine. Each subsequent year thereafter, the next highest grade will be included in the requirements through the 7th grade. However, the Varicella vaccine is not required if there is history of Varicella disease documented by a healthcare provider. 
 
The six staff Pediatricians has slotted 20-minute open-appointment “quality-time” examinations for each of their patients, says Longbons. 
 
Parents may call the Naval Hospital’s Central Appointments telephone service at (850) 505-7171 to schedule a physical examination with their child’s personal primary care manager. 
 
FLORIDA REQUIREMENTS
 
Children entering or attending public pre-school are required to have an age-appropriate number of DTaP, Polio, MMR, Hepatitis B, Varicella, and Hib immunizations.  Also, children age 2-to-24 months entering or attending childcare or family day-care facilities will be required to have documentation of age-appropriate pneumococcal conjugate vaccination.  
 
Public pre-school students aged 3 and 4 years do not typically have all immunizations required for kindergarten entry. The expiration dates on these certificates of immunization are typically set at kindergarten entry or the child’s fifth birthday.
 
A student not in compliance with the state’s immunization law will be refused admittance or temporarily excluded from school. Up to a 30-day grace period may be given for new students to Escambia County to obtain immunizations records.
 
Any new student entering a Florida school for the first time, including pre-kindergarten or kindergarten, should present a certification form of a school-entry physical/health examination by Day 1 of school. Under some circumstances, a new student may be given a 30-day grace period when necessary to obtain a physical. Documentation must be provided by 30 days. 
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