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Navy Medicine Exhibit – Navy Memorial
We are excited about the premier of the Navy Medicine Exhibit: “Navy Medicine, Saving Lives on Land and at Sea.”
As this name precisely states, Navy Medicine’s primary mission is simple and profound – Force Health Protection.  
Navy Medicine is indeed the preeminent maritime medical force deployed with our Navy and Marine Corps warriors throughout the world.

We are uniquely committed to protecting and saving lives both on land and at sea as well as in the air in every ocean and in every continent in the world.  
Whether we are treating a relatively minor injury or illness or treating a traumatic injury resulting from war, our Patient and Family Centered philosophy and approach is not only our mission; it is the bedrock of our medical system – our bottom line.
Force Health Protection is comprised of four parts:
1) Maintaining a Fit and Ready Force

2) Deploying with our Warfighters

3) Rendering care and service to our men and women in uniform wherever they may be and whenever they may need it.
4) And lastly, providing comprehensive medical care for those who faithfully support our military – our Families and to those who have honorably worn the cloth of our Nation – our Retirees.
This is our duty, our honor and our Privilege.

Within the new exhibit on the Medical Department that was just opened inside the Naval Heritage Center behind me, each of Navy Medicine’s five corps is honored, and each draws attention to one of the outstanding men and women who serve their corps and embody the heart and soul of Force Health Protection.

The most important resource in the US military is not a ship, sub or plane but our people. 
The health and fitness of each individual is critical to maintaining an effective fighting force.
If our forces stay healthy and we help nurture their personal and spiritual growth, they will maintain a high state of readiness both at Home and for our Homeland.
Navy Medicine will do whatever it takes to deliver the highest quality care that is centered not just around the Patient but also around the Family.  By listening to and understanding the unique and individual needs of all concerned, Navy Medicine will be creating a personalized and family-oriented plan.
We give our Patients whatever they need to heal and to come back to a productive, vibrant and contributing way of life in their own communities and for their families.
CDR Stewart (Dental Corps) – Fit and Ready Force; Deploying with our Warfighters

Last December I visited Kuwait to convey my appreciation for the service and sacrifice of our dedicated medical professionals who are deployed in harm’s way.
One shining example of Navy Medicine’s superb success in support of the Global War on Terrorism is the Expeditionary Medical Facility (EMF). 
Expeditionary Medical Facility Kuwait is a state-of-the-art military hospital operating in a harsh, desert environment.  
For the last four years, EMF-Kuwait has been extremely busy and productive.  Since inception, approximately 75 percent of the troops who were admitted to EMF-Kuwait were able to fully recover and return back to duty.  This is quite an achievement since EMF-Kuwait conducts over 80,000 patient visits per year – an output similar to a small to mid-size hospital in the United States.

 This remarkable accomplishment is a result of the leadership and commitment of dedicated professionals like CDR Chris Stewart, a Navy Dentist, who served as the Department Head of the Dental Clinic in Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, only 12 miles from the Iraqi border.
CDR Stewart and the 370 Navy Medical professionals at EMF-Kuwait ensured that the 20,000 Coalition and DoD forces  throughout Kuwait and Qatar and those forces enroute to Afghanistan and Iraq – were not only fit and ready for duty but cared for whenever they became sick or injured. 
LT Olson (MSC) – Fit and Ready Force

Force Health Protection does not begin in the theater of military operations, but in the selection of the right men and women for the right jobs within our Navy and Marine Corps.

LT Tatana Olson serves in the Medical Service Corps as an Aerospace Experimental Psychologist.  
In this capacity, LT Olson oversees a five and a half million dollar project to redevelop the psychological testing used to select every aviation candidate for the Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard.  

This project includes the development of the first web-based aviation selection test used by the military.
Consistent with our first tenet to “Maintain a Fit and Ready Force”, the Navy must select and retain the right people who are both physically and psychologically healthy and qualified for the demanding career field of Naval Aviation.
In that role, this young, PhD psychologist has earned a reputation as a subject matter expert in aviation selection, one whose professional guidance has been sought by the aviation components of the Navy, Marine Corps, and Army, as well as the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).
LT Olson is also spearheading the development of a cutting- edge intelligence testing system that is tailored to each individual aviation candidate.  This will allow for enhanced test security and a more accurate measurement of the candidate’s skills and abilities. 
HM1 Thomason -- Deploying with our Warfighters 
The second tenet of Force Health Protection is deploying with our warfighters.  

Today we are experiencing the lowest morbidity and mortality rate in the history of warfare.  
In Iraq and Afghanistan, about 92 percent of seriously-injured service members survive their wounds—compared to just 78 percent during World War II and 84 percent during the Vietnam War.
Some people may attribute this success to our medical technology, better body armor or improved battlefield logistics.   While these improvements certainly contribute to our successes, the most important contributor to saving lives on the battlefield has been and remains, our Hospital Corpsmen -- Navy Medicine’s first responders on the battlefield.  
Our Corpsmen are saving lives and helping Marines and Sailors survive significant injuries because they serve alongside and possess an unquantifiable zeal for the care of those put in their charge.

From the shores of Iwo Jima to the jungles of Viet Nam and now in the desert and urban terrain in Iraq and the mountains and valleys in Afghanistan, these brave Hospital Corpsmen have exemplified the well-know saying that "No Marine has ever taken a hill out of the sight of a Navy Corpsman." 

Hospital Corpsman First Class Ashley Thomason is an outstanding example of this dedication and Espirit de Corps found in today’s Hospital Corps and personifies our tenet: “Deploying with our Warfighter.”  
Petty Officer Thomason distinguished himself in service abroad in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; at sea aboard USS Carney; and now at home, at Naval Hospital Corps School in Great Lakes.

As an instructor, Petty Officer Thomason is responsible for training, molding and mentoring 430 students – preparing the future generation of Hospital Corpsmen so that they will be fit and ready to deploy and protect our fellow Sailors and Marines.
Hospital Corpsman First Class Thomason was also selected as the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Sailor of the Year for 2007.
LT Keith Hoekman (Nurse Corps) – Protecting and Saving
The third tenet of Force Health Protection is Caring for our men and women in uniform.  
Today, more than 4,000 Navy Medicine personnel are deployed around the world protecting our warfighters and caring for them when they are sick or injured. 
One such American Hero is LT Keith Hoekman, a Navy Nurse, who for the last twelve months served as the medical officer for a Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) in Afghanistan. 
The mission of the PRT is to reconstruct the country and to connect people to their government. 
Serving in Ghazni, Afghanistan, LT Hoekman displayed amazing courage and incredible leadership while leading dozens of medical missions in enemy territory, often in the path of direct gunfire.

LT Hoekman performed brilliantly treating illnesses and saving the lives of the Afghan military and civilians and the Coalition forces. 

As a testament to his courage and skills, LT Hoekman has been awarded the United States Army Combat Action Badge.
In addition, LT Hoekman worked with the local government officials to design and implement the reconstruction of the local medical infrastructure in Ghazni. 
Our forces in Iraq and Afghanistan are not just conducting combat operations -- they are engaged in reconstruction, providing protection, security, and a future for the people of a war-weary region of the Globe.

The men and women I just described illustrate how Navy Medicine is maintaining a Fit and Ready force, Deploying with our Warfighters and Saving Lives on the Battlefield.

When Wounded Warriors return home and are admitted to our Military Treatment Facilities in Bethesda or San Diego, they are assigned to a multi-disciplinary care team that is comprised not only of physicians, nurses, and Hospital Corpsmen – but also case managers, social workers, chaplains, physical and occupational therapists and many, many more.
The entire multi-disciplinary team meets three times a week and provides personalized care for each and every patient.   Navy Medicine’s Concept of Care is multi-disciplinary and thereby multi-dimensional.  We look at the health needs of the patient first, followed quickly by the needs of the family.  

I want to ensure that these needs are paramount and that the care is surrounding them are answered fully and completely.

CDR Dunne –  (Medical Corps)  Care for our Warfighters and for their Families
Prior to becoming the Surgeon General, I was the Commander at the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda.
CDR Jim Dunne was my Chief of Trauma and Critical Care at Bethesda in charge of caring for all war-wounded Marines, Sailors, Airmen and Soldiers.
For the last four years that I have worked with CDR Dunne, he has been innovative and compassionate, and he possessed a deep commitment for delivering the highest quality care.

CDR Dunne led and implemented the multi-disciplinary trauma rounds that factored in the needs of the patient and the needs of the family into the full equation of healing.

There are many more brilliant innovations and many more shining examples of leadership, dedication and herorism by hundreds and hundreds of our Navy Medicine Star Performers.
Today, we can only highlight five individuals and give you a brief glimpse of what Navy Medicine is doing in support of our Force Health Protection mission.

The cost of Freedom is measured in the blood, the limbs, and the lives of those heroes who make daily sacrifices to ensure our freedom and way of life is preserved.


As Surgeon General of the Navy, I pledge to you that we will spare no cost nor ever stop striving for a care model that restores the health of our Wounded Warriors and brings them and their families back into the mainstream of our great country.  

They deserve no less and we must be honorable and true to our commitments. Congratulations once again to our five Star Performers. 
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