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HOLIDAY SEASONAL 
SAFETY

While decorating for the holidays is a festive way to embrace the season, exercising caution 
is a must. Electronically lit decorations and cold weather can put heavy demands on heating 
equipment and electrical output. In fact, each year U.S. fire departments respond to an estimated 
25,900 home electrical fires.1 Eleven percent of home candle fires are caused by decorations in 
December alone, compared to four percent the rest of the year.2 Christmas trees can be additional 
holiday hazards. Based on data from the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), one of every 
40 reported home fires that began with a Christmas tree resulted in a death.2 

Prevention Tips
To make sure your friends and family enjoy a safe holiday season, keep your home in good shape 
with these safety tips:
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PREVENTION AND PROTECTION START HERE
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For more information on your local resources, contact:

 Ð When decorating, try to only use flame-retardant 
decorations.3

 Ð Wrapping paper can ignite quickly so do not put or use in 
fireplace.4

 Ð Consider using battery operated candles. Some even 
have imitation flames!3

 Ð Christmas trees get dry quickly and are very flammable, 
so water them daily.3

 Ð If you are using an artificial tree, make sure it is fire 
resistant.4

 Ð Cords take a lot of wear and tear so check for cracks or 
frayed insulation and do not try to repair them yourself, 
get them replaced.5

 Ð Check the lights before decorating – look for loose 
sockets or broken wires.3

 Ð Heed the warnings on ladders, they’re labeled for a 
reason!4
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