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Radioactive Materials

1. The security and control of radioactive material is a prime concern of the
Safety Committee (NRSC), who manages the Naval Master Materials Licens
by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

2. An incident where radioactive material was left unattended in an unrestric

brage and Security of

Naval Radiation
s¢ 1ssued to the Navy

sted area for several

including the vendor placing an incorrect address on the package, the courier delivering the

hours occurred at a Naval medical center recently. Several factors contribut{d to this event

package to the center’s loading dock vice the address on the package, and loading dock personnel

not knowing the command’s policy on receiving and processing radioactive
measure to prevent similar incidents in the future, the NRSC is directing m
possess a Naval Radioactive Material Permit to perform specific actions as
delineated in the enclosed NRSC Bulletin 2004-1.

3. The enclosed NRSC Bulletin also requires a written response to this com

2004, describing the procedures and actions the command has taken in imple

actions. Any questions pertaining to the requirements of this letter can be di

Pomije, commercial (757) 953-0766/0768 or DSN 377-0766/0768, facsimile

mail at pomijeb@nehc.med.navy.mil.
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NAVMEDCEN San Diego CA NAVAMBCARECEN Newport RI

(ATTN: LT T. J. Sharp, MSC, USNR) (ATTN: LTP. J. Emanﬂel, MSC, USN)
NAVHOSP Bremerton WA NAVHOSP Okinawa JA

(ATTN: LCDR V. T. Hill, MSC, USN) (ATTN: LCDR D. J. Shumaker, MSC, USN)
NAVHOSP Camp Lejeune NC NAVHOSP Pensacola FL

(ATTN: LCDR E. A. Swilley, MSC, USN) (ATTN: LCDR S. C. Hecht, MSC, USN)
NAVHOSP Camp Pendleton CA NAVDRUGLAB Great LLakes IL

(ATTN: LT A. P. Sanford, MSC, USN) (ATTN: LTIG G. M. Johnson, MSC, USNR)
NAVHOSP Charleston SC NAVDRUGLAB Jacksonville FL

(ATTN: LT E. Jackson, MSC, USNR) (ATTN: LCDR R. A. Gustafson, MSC, USN
NAVHOSP Great Lakes IL NAVMEDRSCHU TWQ Jakarta ID

(ATTN: LTJG G. M. Johnson, MSC, USNR) (ATTN: Sutanti Ratiwayanto)
NAVAMBCARECEN Groton CT (ATTN: CAPT H. Beecham, MC, USN)

(ATTN: LT P. J. Emanuel, MSC, USN) NAVMEDRSCHU TREE Cairo EG
NAVHOSP Guam (ATTN: Hanan El- Mohamady Ismail, Ph.D.)

(ATTN: LCDR R. W. Casey, MC, USNR) NAVAEROMEDRSCHILAB Pensacola FL
NAVHOSP Jacksonville FL (ATTN: Jack Saxton)

(ATTN: H. Solanki, MD)
NAVHLTHRSCHCEN TOX DET WP AFB OH

(ATTN: R. Carpenter, Ph.D., Wright Patterson AFB)
NSHS Portsmouth VA

(ATTN: MSGT J. L. Hodge, USAF, Clinical Nuclear Medicine School)
NAVENVIRLHLTHCEN DET Bethesda MD

(ATTN: LCDR J. Crapo, MSC, USN, Naval Dosimetry Center)
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NRSC BULLETIN 2004-01: RECEIPT, STORAGE AND SECURIT

RADIOCACTIVE MATERIALS

13 February 2004

References:

(a) Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR
Part 20 and Part 35
{b) NUREG 1556, Consolidated Guidance About Ma
Licenses, Volume 9, Program-Specific Guidar
Medical Use Licenses
Purpose

1. The Naval Radiation Safety Committee (NRSC) is i
bulletin to provide guidance and direction concerni
security and control of radioactive material (RAM)
references (a) and (b).

Discussion

1. Security and control of radicactive material is

concern of the Naval Radiation Safety Committee. R
Safety Officers (RSOsg) and staff must institutional
and instill a culture within the command that ensur
gecurity and control of radicactive material. This
compliance with regulations and assist in keeping p
exposures (employees and public) to a minimum. Giv
of September 11, 2001, it is even more prudent to m
level of alertness to security-related matters, ens
radicactive material is not acquired by terrorists.

2. Control and security of RAM begins at the time y
To ensure that the RAM is properly received by your
is critical to provide the distributor proper shipp
instructions and the correct address to which the
shipped. The delivery address should include the
and address,

doing so,
the credit card.
department’s credit card to order RAM, the distribu
the material to the hospital’s main supply office o
docks, unless they are provided specific written di
the contrary. RAM should be shipped and delivered

radiation safety personnel to ensure that the mater
properly handled, processed, and secured.

including the building and room number|
commands now use government credit cards to order R
the distributor will default to the billii
This means that if you use the sy
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RECEIPT,

3. The first line of defense in ensuring the securi
of RAM is to provide appropriate radiation safety

training/instructions to individuals at their comma
Individuals that obviously require training are tho
routinely work with and are directly involved with
and/or receipt of RAM.
Medicine and Radiation Safety staff. However, trai
required for those individuals who have a potential
contact with RAM. This includes supply/loading doc
housekeeping, the 00D/CDO duty staff,
personnel such as firefighters and security personn

individuals should be familiar with how to identify

command’s procedures for receiving RAM, and should
contact the correct individuals authorized to recei
should be able to escort/direct the courier to the
delivery location. Normal package receipt areas, s
docks, should be posted with instructions to follow
a package containing RAM is delivered to, or discov
locations, as a continuous reminder to employees.

4, In addition to ordering and receiving packages c
radiocactive materials (RAM), it is also critical th
sealed and unsealed sources are under control and/o
gurveillance. This is accomplished by having a qua
individual present whenever RAM is being used. Whe
being used, it should be properly secured from unau
access or removal. This is typically accomplished
RAM in a restricted area in which each access is se
either a cipher or key-entry lock, that only indivi
authorized by the RSO have access to. It should be
no unauthorized individuals, such as housekeeping s
access to the restricted space via a master key or
In the event that the primary barrier is left unsec
intentionally or unintentionally defeated, high act
risk) radiocactive materials such as those used in b
shall additionally be secured in a locked safe or c
preventing unauthorized access or unintentional exp
ionizing radiation.

5. Any questions pertaining to this Bulletin can be
LCDR Brian Pomije at Navy Environmental Health Cent
(NAVENVIRHLTHCEN) , Commercial (757) 953-0766/0768 o
0766/0768, facsimile (757) 953-0685 or e-mail at
pomijeb@nehc.med.navy.mil.

These individuals include N
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Y OF

ty and control

nd.

se that
the shipping
uclear
ning is also
to come in
k personnel,
response
el. These
RAM, their
be able to
ve the RAM, or
proper

ch as loading
in the event
ered at these

ontaining

at these

r constant
lified

n RAM is not
thorized

by storing the
cured with
duals
verified that
taff, have
combination.
ured or

ivity (high
rachytherapy
abinet,

osure from

directed to
er
r DSN 377-

Encl (1)




NRSC BULLETIN 2004-01: RECEIPT, STORAGE AND SECURIT
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Action

This bulletin requires each permittee by 12 March 2
respond to the Navy Environmental Health Center (NA
with the statements (commitments) and information n
below. The response shall be forwarded as a formal
copy of this response will be maintained with the c
Radiocactive Materials Permit (NRMP). It will be co
integral part of the permit along with your permit
amendments and other correspondence. The response
be signed by the Commanding Officer of the medical
facility or a member of management with “by directi
for such matters, other than the RSO.

1. Action: Commands shall review and evaluate thein
for ordering, receiving and processing radiocactive
ensure they provide a high level of security and co
that the procedures include:

(a) notifying the manufacturer/distributor, in
specific delivery instructions, such as th
(i.e., RSO or designee) to whom the packag
delivered to; and

the address the material shall be delivere
building and room number as applicable.

(b)

These procedures shall be formally written in an in
80P and forwarded as an enclosure to the formal res
to NAVENVIRHLTHCEN.

2. Action: Commands shall post placards in the load
dock/supply receiving areas of their command, givin
instructions on:

(a) how to recognize a package containing RAM;
(b) what action(s) to take; and
(¢) who to contact in the event that a RAM pac
courier delivering a package labeled as RAI
discovered.
Commands shall state in their response letter to NA

the status in completing this action, including a d

wording of the placard.
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3. Action: Commands shall review and evaluate thei
program required by 10 CFR 19.12 to ensure that the
instruction is commensurate with the potential radi
health protection problems present in the work plac
that the training includes, but is not limited to,

staff, supply/loading dock personnel, emergency res
firefighters, etc.), security personnel, and housek
These training requirements are further discussed i
Vel. 9, Appendix J, “Training for Ancillary Staff”.
staff have not received training in the last 3 mont
refresher training as soon as possible. Commands s
their response letter to NAVENVIRHLTHCEN:

ponders

Y OF

r training
extent of the
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e, Ensure
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eeping staff.
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hs, provide
hall state in

(a) the specific actions performed in reviewing and
evaluating their training program and the results;

(b) the number of personnel (by worker type) w
training directed by this Bulletin; and
(c) the number of personnel who still require

directed by this Bulletin.

4. Action: Commands shall evaluate the security of
radioactive material in their possession and ensure
is accomplished:

(a) Each area where either radicactive materia
radioactive waste are being stored, shall
secured by either a cipher lock, key lock,
security measures, such that no unauthoriz
shall have access to the radiocactive mater
radioactive waste. Locking mechanism shal
such that the door shall automatically loc
without the need for a key, combination, e
key or combination is not considered a “ma
that multiple individuals may unnecessaril]
to the space.

]

contained in a secure safe or locked cabin
secured storeroom described in paragraph (
These safes and/or cabinets should be shie
necessary, and labeled as containing radio
materials. Radiocactive materials that fit
category are those that fall into the repo
requirements of 10 CFR 20.2201(a) (i); 1i.e.
material in an aggregate quantity egqual to
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than 1,000 times the quantity specified in
10 CFR Part 20.

Appendix C to

Commands shall state in their response letter to NAVENVIRHLTHCEN
the specific actions performed in evaluating the security of RAM
in their possession and the status of actions in paragraphs (a)

and (b) above.

Approved by: D. E. Farrand
CAPT, MSC, USN
Executive Secretary
Naval Radiation Safety Committee
Qffice of Chief of Naval Operations

(N455)

Encl (1)




