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Master Chief Erica R. Smith is originally from Greensburg, Pennsylvania. In July 2003, 
she entered U.S. Navy Boot Camp and graduated in October 2003. Upon graduation, as 
an undesignated Seaman, she reported to Beach Master Unit TWO, Little Creek, Virginia 
where she qualified as an LCAC ramp marshal from 2003 - 2005, before attended 
Aircrew Survival Equipmentman “A” School in February 2005.   

Upon graduating, she transferred to Aviation Intermediate Maintenance Department 
Norfolk, Virginia from 2005 – 2007, there she packed LPUs, parachutes, and liferafts, 
in support of eighteen squadrons. Additionally, she advanced to Petty Officer Third 
Class.  Upon transferring, she attended Aircrew Survival Equipmentman “C” School, 
before reporting to USS BATAAN (LHD-5) in 2007.  She completed two deployments, 

advanced to Petty Officer Second Class, qualified as a full systems Quality Assurance Representative and earned 
her Enlisted Aviation Warfare Specialist and Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist insignias. 

In 2010, she reported to Fleet Readiness Center Det Norfolk, Virginia, becoming a plank owner.  There she 
advanced to Petty Officer First Class, obtained her Collateral Duty Quality Assurance Representative for work 
centers A/B/C and Production Control qualification supporting 36 squadrons across two flight lines, as well as 
completing her Associates Degree, from Saint Leo University, in Liberal Arts. 

Upon transferring to Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron – NINE, Norfolk, Virginia in 2014, there she deployed 
onboard the USS BUSH (CVN- 77), qualified as a phase coordinator, and advanced to Chief Petty Officer.  In 
2015, she reported to Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron – FIFTEEN, there she detached to Bahrain, 
and qualified Safe – For – Flight. 

Upon reporting to Naval Aviation Schools Command (NASC) Pensacola, Florida.  As Aviation Water Survival 
(AWS) Departmental Leading Petty Officer, managing Norfolk, San Diego, and Hawaii detachment Sites.  She 
qualified as a High – Risk Water Survival Instructor, across four CINs.  During this tour, she completed her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Science at Southern Illinois University, graduated from the U.S. Navy’s Senior Enlisted 
Academy and was selected as Senior Chief Petty Officer. 

In 2020, she reported to Commander Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet Coronado, California.  There she served 
as Aviation Maintenance Management Team Four’s, Leading Chief Petty Officer, where she led her team in 
drafting updates and implementing Naval Aviation Maintenance Program policies while performing Aviation 
Maintenance Inspections (AMI) for the Navy and Marine Corps aviation enterprise, advising leadership, 
providing training and crucial mentorship to military personnel and civilian contractors on aviation maintenance, 
OSHA and quality assurance programs. 

In 2024, she reported to Naval Aviation Technical Training Center Pensacola, Florida.  There she was the Aviation 
Life Support Leading Chief Petty Officer.  She led, mentored and developed 84 Navy and Marine Corps 
instructors in course instruction, academic review boards, training aide maintenance, lesson guide review, and 
testing material evaluations.  Here she was selected and promoted to Master Chief. 

Master Chief Smith’s decorations include the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (three gold stars), 
Navy & Marine Corps Achievement Medal (one silver star); Expert Rifle; Navy Expert Pistol Medal, and 
numerous unit and campaign medals.  Master Chief has earned the Air Warfare and Surface Warfare insignias. 

 


